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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1937 


Council  Offices, 

WlLLENHALL. 

ist  June,  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Willenhall  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  your 
district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  area  are  for  the  most  part  satisfactory 
when  compared  with  those  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  19.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  Death  Rate  is  12.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Infant  deaths  are  again  above  the  average  for  the  country,  the 
rate  being  79  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  58  for  England  and 
Wales. 

This  high  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  cannot  be  looked  upon  as 
satisfactory  and  the  matter  is  referred  to  in  the  Report. 

The  population  has  increased  by  370,  the  estimated  resident 
population  being  now  28,020. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  year  under  review  has  been  one  in,  which  there  has  been  no 
serious  outbreak  of  any  infectious  disease. 
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Only  28  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  which  is  the  smallest 
number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  for  several  years. 

The  protection  of  children  against  Diphtheria  has  continued 
during  the  year  and  up  to  the  present  time  1,600  children  attending 
the  elementary  schools  in  the  area  have  been  protected  out  of  a  total 
number  on  the  school  registers  of  approximately  4,000. 

In  one  Junior  School  more  than  80%  of  all  the  children  are  now 
protected. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  52  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  added 
to  the  Register  which  is  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  these  cases  46  were  notified  on  Form  “A,”  4  were  transfers  from 
other  districts,  and  2  were  not  notified  previous  to  death. 

The  average  number  of  new  cases  notified  per  annum  during 
the  last  ten  years  has  been  47 — the  number  varying  between  39  and 
52  in  different  years. 

Deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  31  of  which  25  were  from  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  and  six  from  other  forms. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  showing  the  chief  causes  of  death 
in  the  district  that  Tuberculosis  ranks  third  to  Heart  Disease  and 
Cancer. 

Much  has  been  done  to  lessen  the  ravages  of  this  disease,  but  it 
would  seem  that  in  the  future  a  much  stricter  control  will  have  to  be 
exercised  if  we  are  to  stamp  it  out. 

Education  of  the  general  public  as  to  the  infectious  nature  of 
Tuberculosis  is  a  matter  of  importance  and  also  the  securing  of  better 
housing  conditions  would  do  much  to  prevent  infection.  It  cannot  be 
too  widely  known  that  the  presence  in  any  household  of  an  active  and 
open  case  of  the  disease  is  the  greatest  danger  to  the  other  members 
of  the  family. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  continued  to  re-house  such 
Tubercular  Families  as  are  overcrowded,  the  ideal  aimed  at  being  to 
ensure  that  the  infected  person  should  have  a  bed  room  to  him  or 
herself.  In  the  last  two  years  43  tubercular  families  have  been  re-housed 
but  there  are  still  a  number  waiting  for  houses. 
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HOUSING 


The  Council’s  programme  under  the  Housing  Acts  with  regard 
to  slum  clearance  is  almost  completed  and,  by  mid-summer  1938, 
358  houses  will  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  families  rehoused. 

A  further  programme  will  certainly  have  to  be  commenced  as 
there  are  still  many  houses  which  are  unfit  and  recommendations 
regarding  this  matter  have  been  made  to  the  Council. 

Overcrowding  remains  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  to  be 
dealt  with,  as  is  the  case  in  most  urban  areas. 

The  survey,  completed  on  1st  August,  1936,  revealed  the  fact 
that  356  houses  were  overcrowded  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act. 

It  was  then  estimated  that,  in  order  to  re-house  these  overcrowded 
families,  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  286  houses  and  that  these 
houses  would  require  to  be  of  a  larger  size  than  those  which  the  Council 
have  built  in  the  past. 

The  present  3  bed-roomed  house,  non-parlour  type,  of  760  sq. 
feet  floor  area  can  only  accommodate  five  adults  under  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  recommendations,  and  the  urgent  need  at  present  is  for 
a  larger  type  of  house  for  families  of  six  and  more  persons. 

It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  the  building  of  suitable  houses 
for  these  overcrowded  families  will  not  be  longer  delayed  as  the  matter 
is  one  of  great  urgency. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT 

This  important  matter  has  received  considerable  attention  during 
the  year  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the'  Report  that  five  tons  of  meat  have 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption  and  destroyed.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  there  are  thirteen  slaughter  houses  in  the  area  it  is 
extremely  difficult  with  the  present  Staff  to  ensure  that  all  meat  intended 
for  human  food  is  examined  and  during  the  year  only  60%  of  the  meat 
was  seen  by  the  Inspectors. 

This  work  could  be  more  thoroughly  and  economically  carried 
out  by  the  provision  of  a  central  abattoir  where  an  Inspector  could 
always  be  present  during  slaughtering.  In  this  way  100%  of  the  meat 
could  be  examined. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


During  the  last  year  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  necessity  in 
all  districts  for  every  precaution  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  safe¬ 
guarding  of  the  water  supply,  and  also  to  the  need  for  co-operation 
between  various  departments  of  a  Local  Authority  in  this  matter. 

It  has  been  arranged  that  the  water  supplied  to  Willenhall  should 
be  examined  independently  each  month  and  a  report  will  be  furnished 
to  the  Council  as  to  its  suitability  for  drinking  purposes. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  Officials 
who  have  co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Urban  District  of  Willenhall 


Area 

Population : 


1931  Census  .  . 

1937.  Estimated 
Registrar  General 


2,832  acres 
••  26,195 


figure  of  the 
for  mid-year 


(Resident) 

28,020 

Number  of  Persons  per  acre 

10 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

7G27 

Number  of  Houses  per  acre 

2.5 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  house 

3.8 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District 

£106,882 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

L^° 

Social  Conditions 

In  previous  reports  particulars  have  been  given  of  the  chief 
industries  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  are  employed.  The 
approximate  number  of  insured  persons  is  14,260  and  this  is  an 
increase  of  501  over  the  number  in  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  trade  conditions  in  the  area  have  continued  to 
be  good,  but  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  persons 
unemployed  compared  with  the  figures  for  1936. 

There  has  been  no  special  cause  of  sickness  during  the  year, 
which  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a  healthy  one. 
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NUMBERS  ‘OF  UNEMPLOYED 


Boys 

Men 

Girls  Women  Total 

14-17 

18-65 

14-17 

18-65 

Wholly 

Unemployed 

Nil 

437 

Nil 

290  727 

Temporarily 

Suspended  .  . 

8 

236 

4 

r42  39° 

8 

673 

4 

43 2  LH7 

National  Health 

Insurance 

The  approximate  numbers  of  insured  workers 

is  as  follows : — 

Boys 

Men 

Girls 

Women 

Total 

14-17 

18-65 

14-17 

18-65 

L500 

7,500 

1,600 

3,660 

14,260 

Note. — These  fig 

ures  have  kindly  been 

supplied  by 

Mr.  H.  Eaton, 

the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  at 

Willenhall. 

Juvenile  Employment 

The  Report 

of  the 

Willenhall  and 

District  Juvenile  Advisory 

Committee  for  the  year 

ending  31st 

December, 

1 937,  gives  an 

interesting  account  of  the  work  done  by  this  Committee  during  the 
year. 


Improved  physique  of  the  “leavers”  is  noted  and  no  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  finding  applicants  work.  Wages  are  noted  as 
being  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  young  people  express  a  preference  for 
the  Lock,  Latch  and  Key  trades,  and  there  are  few  who  desire  domestic 
service. 


The  following  Table 

is  taken  from  the 

Report  and 

shows  the 

number  of  vacancies,  etc., 

during  the  year. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Vacancies  notified 

•  •  475 

301 

775 

Filled  by  local  applicants 

188 

255 

443 

Filled  by  other  applicants 

..  259. 

34 

297 

Placed  in  other  districts 

. .  . .  4 

2 

6 
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Of  the  259  boys  coming  from  other  areas,  15 1  came  from  special 
areas. 

Conferences  are  held  at  the  Senior  Schools  at  the  end  of  each 
term,  and  also  visits  are  paid  to  local  factories  so  that  the  boys  and 
girls  may  have  some  actual  knowledge  of  the  types  of  employment 
open  to  them  in  the  district. 

It  is  evident  that  a  very  valuable  and  important  work  for  the  young 
people  is  being  carried  out  and  both  Employers  and  Head  Teachers 
have  co-operated  with  the  Committee  in  this  work. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

1937 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

537 

280 

257 

Illegitimate 

9 

6 

3 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  Population 

.  .  19.5 

Still  Births— Legitimate 

26 

12 

H 

Illegitimate 

3 

— 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  .  .  50.4 

Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  \  .  352  202  150 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  .  .  12.5 

Corrected  Death  Rate  .  .  14.8 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 


From  Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births 

=  x-73 

From  other  Puerperal  Causes 

. .  2 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births 

==  3-46 

Total  Puerperal  Deaths 

;  •  3  . 

Death  Rate 

..  5.19 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


79 

73 

333 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  .  .  9 

NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was  546 
(males  286  and  females  260).  Of  these  births  9  were  illegitimate 
(males  6  and  females  3). 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  therefore  19.5  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  higher  than  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole  (14.9). 

The  number  of  births  is  lower  than  in  the  previous  year,  when 
the  large  number  of  636  births  were  registered. 

The  number  of  still  births  was  29,  and  this  gives  a  rate  of  50.4 
per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

If  the  rate  is  calculated  as  per  1,000  of  the  population  it  is  1.03 
as  compared  with  0.60  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

In  this  area  we  have,  therefore,  a  high  birth  rate  which  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  higher  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  and  a  higher  rate  of  still 

births  than  is  found  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  numbered  352  (males  202,  females  150).  The  “crude” 
death  rate  is  therefore  12.5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population, 
and  the  rate  after  correction  for  age  distribution,  etc.,  is  14.8  per  1,000. 

The  Areal  Comparability  Factor  for  Willenhall  is  1.19. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.4  per  1,000,  so  that 

it  is  seen  that  when  the  death  rate  at  Willenhall  is  corrected,  so  that 

it  may  be  compared  with  that  of  the  country,  it  is  higher  than  the 
country’s  rate. 

The  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  II,  and  there  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  chief  causes  of  death  are  as  follows:— 


Heart  Disease 

69 

Cancer. . 

32 

Tuberculosis  .  . 

31 

Pneumonia 

27 

Prematurity  .  . 

24 

Senility 

22 

Cerebral  Haem. 

19 

Bronchitis 

J7 

Total  .  . 

241 

The  above  eight  conditions  account 
deaths. 

therefore  for 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  etc. 

- 

Of  the  352  deaths,  13 1  or  37%  took  p] 
Hospitals  serving  the  district. 

ace  in  one  or 

Number 

Hospital 

of  Deaths 

Royal,  Wolverhampton 

37 

New  Cross,  Wolverhampton 

37 

Women’s,  Wolverhampton 

10 

Wordsley 

22 

Sanatoria 

3 

Walsall  General 

3 

Other  Institutions 

19 

Total 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

•  •  I31 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  that  of  deaths  by  194. 


Infantile  Mortality 

Forty-three  children  died  during  the  year  who  were  under  one 
year  old,  and  of  these  28  were  males  and  15  females. 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  therefore  79  per  1,000  live  births. 
(England  and  Wales  58.) 

While  there  is  a  slight  drop  in  the  rate  from  last  year,  there  are 
still  far  too  many  deaths  of  young  infants  in  this  area.  Of  the  total 
number  of  these  deaths  (43),  no  fewer  than  23  were  of  children  under 
one  month  old. 

Generally  speaking,  a  high  infant  death  rate  in  any  community 
is  taken  to  indicate  that  the  general  conditions  under  which  the  people 
live  are  not  satisfactory.  It  is  usually  found  in  towns  where  there  is  a 
high  birth  rate,  and  where  there  is  poverty  and  overcrowding,  etc. 

We  have  now  in  the  district  every  facility  for  the  mothers  to  obtain 
(through  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Ante-Natal  Centres,  etc.)  information 
as  to  safeguarding  their  own  and  their  children’s  health,  but  this  is 
apparently  not  enough,  as  the  high  rate  of  infant  deaths  continues. 

The  number  of  still  births  is  also  high  (29),  and  the  rate  is  much 
higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

In  my  report  last  year  this  matter  was  mentioned  and  the  importance 
of  ensuring  that  both  mother  and  infant  got  proper  and  sufficient  food 
was  stressed.  Poor  mothers  cannot  possibly  afford  to  buy  sufficient 
milk  for  their  children  and  themselves  and  my  experience  in  this  area 
convinces  me  that  the  children  of  the  poorer  families  do  not  get  the 
milk  they  require. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Staff 

A  list  of  officials  of  the  Health  Department — whole  time  and 
part  time — will  be  found  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 

There  have  been  no  changes  during  the  year. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Full  use  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  of  the  County 
Laboratory  at  Stafford.  Reports  have  been  received  on  96  swabs  from 
suspected  Diphtheria  cases  and  on  23  specimens  of  sputum  from 
Tubercular  cases. 

Water  samples  are  examined  at  the  Laboratory  also  when  necessary, 
but  as  the  main  supply  is  got  from  Wolverhampton  Corporation  the 
monthly  samples  are  examined  at  Wolverhampton  under  supervision 
of  the  Health  Department  there. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

The  town  ambulance  has  been  used  on  410  occasions  during 
the  year.  The  mileage  was  4,299. 

The  Council  have  decided  that  the  ambulance  should  not  be 
used  for  any  infectious  case,  and  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  has 
arisen  in  a  few  cases  in  getting  patients  suffering  from  Erysipelas  to 
hospital.  Such  cases  should  go  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
but  until  we  have  a  hospital  of  our  own  it  will  sometimes  be  difficult 
to  move  them,  as  the  ambulances  of  other  authorities  and  hospitals 
are  not  always  available. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Nurses  of  the  local  Nursing  Association, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  Arthur  Webster, 
for  the  following  details  regarding  the  work  of  the  nurses  and  mid¬ 
wives  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1938. 
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On  the  ist  October,  1937,  the  County  Council  took  over  the  mid¬ 
wives  and  there  are  now  six  mid-wives  in  this  area,  of  which  number, 
one  is  at  Short  Heath,  two  are  resident  at  the  Nurses  Home,  Walsall 
Street,  Willenhall,  and  three  live  at  private  addresses  in  the  town. 

There  are  three  General  Nurses  one  of  whom  lives  at  Short  Heath. 


General  Nursing: 

New  Cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  431 

Visits  paid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13,362 

Out-Patients’  Clinic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  812 

Casual  Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  316 

Total  .  .  14,921 

Midwifery: 

Number  of  Patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  377 

Visits  paid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,820 

Ante-Natal  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  »575 

Total  .  .  7,772 


The  work  of  the  nurses  in  both  sections  (general  and  midwifery) 
continues  to  be  of  great  value  to  the  community  and  is  much  appreciated. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

In  this  area  the  School  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and 
Ante-Natal  Centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  but, 
as  they  form  an  important  section  of  the  health  services,  the  following 
particulars  are  given  in  this  report. 

School  Clinics 

These  number  two,  one  of  vyhich  is  held  at  the  Nurses’  Home, 
Walsall  Street,  Willenhall,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays 
at  9.30  a.m.,  a  doctor  being  in  attendance  on  Mondays  only. 

The  Short  Heath  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Institute,  Church  Road, 
Short  Pleath,  on  Fridays  at  9.30  a.m.,  when  there  is  a  doctor  in 
attendance. 

These  Clinics  continue  to  be  well  attended  and  much  useful 
work  is  done  at  them.  Cases  of  defective  vision  are  seen  on  special 
days  by  the  County  Eye  Specialist  (Dr.  Williamson),  and  glasses 
prescribed  if  required. 
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There  is  also  a  special  session  for  children  suffering  from  Middle 
Ear  Disease,  and  such  cases  are  treated  by  Zinc  Ionisation. 

The  Dental  Clinic  is  at  Albion  Road  and  continues  to  do  invaluable 
v/ork.  There  is  no  need  now  for  any  child  to  leave  school  with  defective 
teeth  provided  the  parents  have  agreed  to  have  the  child’s  teeth  treated 
by  the  School  Dentist.  There  are  still  a  few  patents  who  do  not 
appreciate  what  the  Dental  Service  provided  means  for  their  children’s 
future  welfare  and  one  can  only  hope  that  very  soon  such  refusals  to 
accept  treatment  for  children  will  become  quite  unknown. 

Milk  Scheme  in  Schools 


This  scheme  has  now  been  in  operation  for  nearly  three  years 
(since  October,  1935),  and  the  following  figures  show  the  numbers 
of  children  in  this  area  getting  milk  at  a  reduced  cost  or  free. 


Average 

No.  getting  Milk 

Attendance 

Free 

Paying 

Total 

Percentage 

*935 

4>301 

320 

1,236 

!,556 

36% 

W36 

3>982 

547 

C449 

1,996 

51% 

*937 

4,o89 

5°8 

1,701 

2,209 

54% 

These  figures  show  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  getting  milk  compared  with  previous  years. 

All  the  children  who  are  definitely  undernourished  are  weighed 
three  times  a  year  at  the  Clinic  and  seen  by  the  doctor. 

If  no  improvement  has  taken  place  they  are  allowed  an  extra  bottle 
of  milk  per  day,  i.e.,  another  3-rd  of  a  pint. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  scheme  is  a  good  one  and  I  should 
like  to  see  more  children  taking  advantage  of  it.  It  would  be  an  advantage 
if  the  milk  could  be  heated  in  the  winter  as  many  of  the  children  do 
not  like  cold  milk  then. 

Ante-Natal  Centre 

This  is  now  held  at  the  Nurses’  Home,  Walsall  Street,  on  Tuesdays 
(a.m.  and  p.m.).  The  midwives  are  asked  to  bring  their  patients  and 
to  be  present  at  the  examination.  In  this  way  the  doctor  in  attendance 
at  the  Centre  can  advise  them  directly  as  to  any  treatment  or  precautions 
which  may  be  considered  necessary. 
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Willenhall  Ante-Natal  Centre — 1937 


Number  of  new  cases 

378 

Number  of  consultations 

..  1,484 

Number  referred  to  private  doctor  .  . 

22 

Number  referred  to  hospital  .  . 

12 

The  total  births  (live  and  still)  in  the  area  in  the  year  numbered 
575,  so  that  66%  of  all  expectant  mothers  have  attended  the  Centre. 

(i936=57<?^ o)- 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  such  a  large  percentage  of  attendances 
has  been  obtained  and  this  work  is  bound  to  result  in  an  improvement 
in  the  health  of  the  mothers. 

The  nutrition  of  the  mothers  is  a  point  of  the  utmost  importance 
and  while  something  has  been  done  to  help  those  who  are  obviously 
undernourished  I  hope  that  in  the  near  future  more  will  be  done  in 
this  matter.  We  cannot  expect  the  infants  of  undernourished  mothers 
to  be  healthy,  and  the  high  neo-natal  death  rate  in  this  area  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  more  should  be  done  to  ensure  that  no  expectant 
mother  is  without  sufficient  food  of  a  proper  kind. 

The  provision  of  milk  at  a  cheap  rate  to  undernourished  expectant 
mothers  will,  it  is  hoped,  soon  be  possible  throughout  the  country. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 


ATTENDANCES- 

_I937 

Centre 

Under 

i  Year 

!— 5 

Years 

I  St 

Re- 

I  St 

Re- 

visit 

visits 

visit 

visits 

Total 

Willenhall 

257 

2>999 

74 

1  >737 

5,°67 

(2  sessions) 

Portobello 

79 

I,°59 

12 

828 

T978 

Short  Heath 

48 

855 

15 

U-) 

00 

C7°3 

Totals 

384 

4>9X3 

IOI 

3>35° 

8,748 

Totals  for  1936 

00 

00 

3.633 

99 

3.477 

7,387 

Totals  for  1935 

262 

3>4IG 

66 

3.281 

7,qi9 

i7 


The  above  figures  of  attendances  show  that  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase  in  the  number  of  children  coming  to  the  different 
Centres.  Of  546  children  born  during  the  year,  384  attended  and  this 
equals  70%.  (In  1935  51%,  and  in  1936  54%  attended.) 

The  thanks  of  all  who  are  interested  in  this  work  are  due  to  the 
ladies  who  have  attended  at  the  Centres  as  voluntary  helpers  and 
whose  work  is  so  much  appreciated. 

Miss  Anderson  has  again  spoken  to  the  mothers  on  various  subjects 
in  connection  with  the  care  of  infants,  and  her  talks  have  been  much 
appreciated. 


Hospitals  (Public  and  Voluntary) 

The  most  important  change  during  the  year  has  been  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  agreement  between  the  Staffs.  County  Council  and  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  as  regards  the  use  of  beds  in  New  Cross 
Hospital  for  patients  coming  from  this  area  and  other  districts  in  the 
county. 

Patients  who  formerly  would  have  been  sent  to  New  Cross 
now  go  to  Wordsley. 

With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  deaths  taking  place  in  hospital, 
out  of  a  total  of  352  deaths  during  the  year,  13 1  or  37%  took  place  in 
hospital  or  an  institution.  (1933=39%,  1934=35%,  1935=45%. 
1936=42%.) 


The  deaths  in  hospital  were  distributed  as  follows: — 


New  Cross  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Royal  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Wordsley  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Women’s  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Burton  House  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Goscote  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Home  .  .  .  .  2 

Sanatoria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

County  Mental  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Walsall  General  Hospital  .  .  .  .  3 

Wood  Green  Nursing  Home 
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Queen’s  Hospital  .\  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

The  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall  .  .  .  .  i 

Other  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  .  .  4 

Total  .  .  13 1 


Generally  speaking  the  hospitals  are  taken  full  advantage  of  by 
the  people  of  this  area.  The  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  has  a 
contributory  scheme  to  which  many  Willenhall  people  belong,  and  the 
number  will  increase  as  its  advantages  are  more  fully  realised. 


Public  Medical  Service 

This  service  has  already  been  explained  in  former  reports.  The 
number  of  persons  covered  by  the  service  in  Willenhall  district  at  the 
end  of  1937  was  5,193. 

Families  joining  the  service  have  their  own  choice  of  doctor, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  scheme  is  an  excellent  one  for 
families  where  there  are  young  children,  as  it  ensures  that  in  case  of 
illness  there  will  be  no  anxiety  as  regards  the  cost  of  medical  attention 
and  treatment. 

Every  effort  is  made  at  the  Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics  to  get 
the  parents  to  join  the  scheme  for  their  children’s  sake. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  main  water  supply  for  the  district  is  obtained  from  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Corporation,  and  comes  from  wells  at  Cosford,  Dimmingsdale 
and  Tettenhall. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  are  carried 
out  every  month  and  the  reports  are  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Wolverhampton — Dr.  R.  H.  Jolly — to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  following  copy  of  a  typical  analysis. 


Chemical  Analysis: 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

% 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 


Parts  per  100,000 
0.000 
0.006 
4,200 

0.440 


Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  at  8o°  F. 

in  4  hours  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.016 

Total  Solids  dried  at  ioo°  C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  30.000 

Appearance:  Bright,  few  small  particles 
Metals — absent 
Free  Chlorine — absent 


pH  .. 

Hardness :  T emporary 
Permanent 
Total 


7.900 

9.2 
10. o 
19.2 


(Signed)  F.  G.  D.  CHALMERS, 

Borough  Analyst, 

♦ 

Wolverhampton. 
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♦ 

Bacteriological  Report: 

Total  count  reveals  i  organism  per  c.cm. 

Coli-aerogenes  absent  from  i  tube  out  of  i  of  50  c.cm. 
>,  >,  >,  „  5  tubes  »  »  5  »  10  c.cm. 

»»  •>■>  >»  it  5  ”  tt  tt  5  tt  1  c.cm. 

Probable  number  of  coli-aerogenes  organisms  contained 
in  100  c.cm.  of  the  original  water  .  .  .  .  o 


(Signed)  S.  C.  DYKE, 
Director 

Royal  Hospital  Pathological  Lab. 


Water  Supply  at  Bentley 

The  Council  have  taken  steps  during  the  year  to  ensure  that  the 
houses  in  the  area  at  Bentley  Common  should  be  provided  with  a 
pure  water  supply.  It  will  be  remembered  that  certain  houses  were 
getting  their  water  supply  from  wells  which  were  proved  to  be  polluted. 

Meetings  have  been  held  with  the  owners  of  the  houses  concerned 
and  also  negotiations  have  been  entered  into  with  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  during  the  year.  Certain  of  the  owners  have  agreed  that 
the  cost  of  putting  in  a  main  water  supply  would  be  greater  than  was 
worth  spending  on  the  property,  and  these  houses  will  be  demolished. 

Of  the  houses  concerned — nine  are  to  be  demolished  and  the 
inmates  re-housed,  and  the  remaining  eight  houses  will  be  connected 
to  the  main  water  supply. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  A.  Waite,  has  supplied  the  following 
particulars  of  work  done  during  the  year. 

A  local  Enquiry  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was 
held  on  the  8th  April,  1937,  with  reference  to  the  Council’s  application 
for  borrowing  powers  for  the  sum  of  ^'42,314  for  works  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal. 


Tenders  were  invited  for  two  contracts  and  the  sanction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  was  obtained  in  October  for  their  acceptance  and 
to  the  raising  of  a  loan  for  £43,858. 

The  new  sewers  are  designed  for  a  drainage  area  of  1,831  acres, 
and  which  includes  areas  in  Wednesfield  and  Darlaston.  The  sewers 
vary  in  diameter  from  9  inches  to  36  inches  and  the  total  length  is 
7,265  yards  or  approximately  4^  miles. 

Two  small  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  Short  Heath  area  will 
be  suspended  by  these  new  sewers  and  the  sewage  will  be  treated  at  the 
Willenhall  works  where  extensions  comprising  two  percolating  filters 
37  feet  in  diameter  and  one  new  settling  tank  are  in  hand. 

Surface  water  and  foul  sewers  for  the  Portobello  Housing  Scheme, 
comprising  4,120  yards  of  9  inch  and  12  inch  pipes  and  63  manholes, 
have  been  constructed  by  contract  at  a  cost  of  £4,912. 

Closet  Accommodation 

There  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  waste  water 
closets,  but  there  are  still  more  than  1,000  of  this  type  which  are  such 
a  frequent  source  of  complaint  as  they  constantly  get  out  of  order. 

Local  Authorities  have  the  power  to  contribute  towards  the  cost 
of  conversion  of  this  type  of  closet,  but  so  far  this  has  not  been  done 
in  this  area. 

There  are  still  27  Privies  in  the  district. 

Public  Cleansing 

There  are  only  ten  ash  pits  now  in  the  area,  the  number  in  1932 
having  been  373,  and  this  eradication  of  these  places  is  a  great  step 
forward,  as  these  ash  pits  were  breeding  places  for  flies. 

The  number  of  dust  bins  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  7,457.  During 
1 936-37  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  was  9,679  tons 
and  the  cost  was  £2,780,  this  being  equal  to  5 /9d.  per  ton. 

The  use  of  motor  vehicles  has  shown  a  saving  of  3d.  per  ton. 

Refuse  is  taken  to  the  tip  at  the  Dingle  where  it  is  dealt  with  by 
“controlled”  tipping. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Details  of  all  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  will  be 
found  in  their  Report  and  in  the  tables  attached  to  it. 

Swimming  Baths 

Work  has  now  (1938)  commenced  on  the  new  Baths  and  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  be  opened  in  the  early  months  of  1939.  Details 
of  the  building  were  given  in  last  year’s  Report,  page  31. 

Disinfestation 

No  decision  has  yet  been  come  to  by  the  Council  as  to  the  use  of 
HCN  gas  for  houses  and  furniture  infested  with  bed  bugs. 

Fourteen  of  the  57  houses  which  were  demolished  during  the 
year  were  found  to  be  infested  and  the  furniture  and  bedding  were 
dealt  with  before  the  people  were  moved  to  their  new  dwelling. 

The  bedding  was  treated  at  the  disinfector  and  the  furniture 
sprayed  with  “Bo-no” — one  of  the  liquid  disinfectors  used  for  this 
purpose. 

In  other  districts  it  has  been  found  that  it  is  best  to  deal  with 
the  furniture  of  all  tenants  who  are  being  re-housed  and  to  make  it 
a  condition  that  this  is  done  before  the  key  is  handed  over. 

Schools 

The  School  premises  are  inspected  and  reported  on  three  times 
a  year  by  the  School  Doctor  and  any  matters  which  require  attention 
are  reported  to  the  Education  Committee  for  their  action.  Portobello 
and  Central  Schools  have  been  practically  rebuilt  in  the  last  two 
years  but  unfortunately  a  fire  has  destroyed  part  of  the  new  Central 
School  buildings  just  as  they  were  completed  and  this  has  delayed 
matters. 

All  the  Schools  have  a  main  water  supply  and  are  adequately 
heated.  Close  co-operation  is  kept  with  the  School  Authorities  as 
regards  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  exclusion  of  contacts, 
etc.,  and  also  as  regards  the  scheme  of  immunising  the  children  against 
Diphtheria. 

The  monthly  paper  “Better  Health”  is  supplied  to  all  head 
teachers  and  has  been  found  useful  by  the  teaching  staffs  in  their 
lessons  on  hygiene,  etc.,  as  it  contains  authoritative  articles  on  health 
subjects. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Full  particulars  of  all  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  will 
be  found  in  the  Table  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

The  three  chief  problems  to  be  dealt  with  in  most  areas  as  regards 
Housing  may  be  conveniently  classified  as  follows: — 

a.  The  ascertainment  of  and  demolition  of  houses  which  are 
unfit  to  live  in  and  cannot  be  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

b.  The  ascertainment  of  houses  which  require  re-conditioning 
if  they  are  to  be  made  fit  for  habitation. 

c.  The  abatement  of  OVERCROWDING. 

Unfit  Houses 

The  programme  drawn  up  by  the  Council  to  deal  with  houses 
which  were  found  to  be  unfit  has  now  almost  been  completed. 

Of  a  total  number  of  358  houses  which  were  to  be  dealt  with, 
265  had  been  closed  on  the  31st  December,  1937,  and  the  families 
from  them  re-housed.  This  leaves  93  houses  still  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  these  will  be  demolished  and  the  families  re-housed  during  1938. 

When  this  is  done  the  programme  will  be  completed  and  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  consider  if  they  intend  to  extend  their 
programme  to  include  a  further  number  of  houses.  In  order  that  the 
Council  may  come  to  a  decision  on  this  point  it  will  first  of  all  be 
necessary  for  a  complete  survey  of  the  older  properties  in  the  area  to 
be  made  by  the  Inspectors,  and  lists  of  all  unfit  houses  prepared. 
The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  will,  of  course,  depend  on 
the  standard  which  is  laid  down  as  to  what  constitutes  a  house  suitable 
for  human  beings  to  live  in.  What  then  is  the  standard  which  we 
must  try  to  attain? 

A  house  should  be  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  family  which 
is  to  dwell  in  it,  i.e.,  there  should  be  no  overcrowding  in  it.  It  should 
have  water  laid  on  and,  if  possible,  a  bathroom.  It  should  be  free 
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from  damp  and  there  should  be  a  store  for  food.  There  should  also 
be  proper  sanitary  arrangements,  and  there  should  be  adequate 
ventilation  and  lighting. 


If  this  standard  is  applied  to  the  houses  in  Willenhall,  many  of 
them  will  be  found  to  be  unfit.  They  were  built  at  a  time  when  ideas 
as  to  what  was  necessary  to  provide  a  dwelling  house  were  very  different 
from  those  held  at  the  present  time. 

The  work  of  ascertaining  and  classifying  unfit  houses  is  one 
which  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  the  Inspectors’  time,  and  it  may  be  that 
at  some  future  date  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  appoint  an  additional 
Inspector  for  this  work. 

At  present  we  have  a  further  list  between  60  and  70  houses  which 
are  considered  to  be  unfit  and  not  capable  of  being  repaired.  This 
number  will  certainly  be  added  to  as  other  property  is  reported  on. 


Re-conditioning 

This  matter  was  dealt  with  in  detail  in  last  year’s  report.  During 
the  year  several  properties  have  been  re-conditioned,  but  there  are 
many  such  houses  where  the  fabric  is  good  and  which  have  still  to 
be  brought  more  in  line  with  modern  housing  standards. 


Housing  of  Tubercular  Families 

Since  my  last  report  ten  tubercular  families  have  been  moved  to 
better  houses.  This  gives  a  total  of  43  families  who  have  been  moved 
since  1 93  5 . 


Overcrowding 

During  the  year  15  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated.  This  is 
a  small  number  when  compared  with  the  large  number  of  overcrowded 
families  known  to  exist  in  the  area  as  a  result  of  the  Survey  in  1936. 

The  number  then  found  was  356,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  very 
soon  the  problem  of  re-housing  these  families  will  be  tackled.  It  is 
obvious,  of  course,  that  the  value  of  the  Survey  will  be  lost  if  there  is 
too  long  a  delay  in  re-housing  the  families  concerned. 
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Summary  of  the  Housing  Programme 


The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  housing  position  in 
the  area: — 


a.  SLUM  CLEARANCE  SCHEME  .. 

b.  Houses  required  to  abate  Overcrowding 

c.  Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  (1937) 

d.  Total  number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Council 

e.  Tubercular  Families  re-housed 


358 

286 

TI7 

1,760 

43 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

This  work  includes  the  inspection  of  bake  houses,  slaughter 
houses,  shops,  stalls,  etc.,  where  food  is  prepared  or  handled  or  exposed 
for  sale,  and  also  the  supervision  of  the  milk  supply. 


Work  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  is  carried 
out  by  the  officials  of  the  County  Council,  and  a  statement  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  Table  XI  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
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Milk  Supply 


The  inspection  of  cow  sheds  and  of  the  dairy  herds  in  the  area 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  Veterinary  Staff,  but  no  Report  has  yet 
been  received  on  the  work  done  during  1937. 

Particulars  of  the  reports  on  samples  of  milk  taken  in  the  area 
will  be  found  in  Table  XI,  page  49. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

\  he  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
and  during  the  year  most  of  this  work  has  been  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Dawson. 


There  are  thirteen  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  and 
this  number  renders  the  work  of  inspection  very  difficult  as  slaughtering 
takes  place  in  several  of  them  on  the  same  days  and  at  the  same  hours. 
Therefore  at  present  it  has  only  been  found  possible  to  inspect  about 
60%  of  the  meat. 

The  tendency  now  in  most  areas  is  to  concentrate  slaughtering 
of  animals  intended  for  food  in  one  or  more  Public  Abbattoirs,  where 
an  Inspector  can  be  present  all  the  time  slaughtering  is  in  progress, 
and  thus  all  meat  can  be  inspected. 


Of  the  13  premises  mentioned  all  have  an  annual  licence  and 
none  are  registered. 


The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  was  5  tons,  and  this  shows 
an  increase  over  previous  years. 

Licences  to  slaughter  were  granted  to  33  men. 

In  this  district  all  animals  are  stunned  before  being  slaughtered 
either  by  the  pistol  or  by  electricity  in  the  case  of  pigs  and  sheep. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
and  the  number  condemned  either  wholly  or  in  part,  together  with 
the  number  found  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 


27 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  .  . 

Approximately  60%  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  were  inspected 

Number  Inspected 

586 

228 

L425 

2,878 

All  Diseases  (except  Tuberculosis) 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  .  .  1 

1 

5 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

to 

GO 

.  3 

52 

6 

Percentage  of  carcases 
affected 

H-7 

1.8 

4 

°-3 

Tuberculosis  only— 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

• 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

161 

— 

— 

200 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  .  . 

27.7 

7-2 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  year  under  review  has  been  one  in  which  the  number  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  has  been  considerably  below  the  average. 

The  total  number  of  all  such  diseases  notified  was  126,  and 


following  were  the  numbers  notified  and  the  numbers  of  each  disease 


sent  to  hospital,  etc. 

Disease 

Number 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

16 

— 

Diphtheria 

20 

r4 

— 

Pneumonia 

45 

1 1 

27 

Erysipelas 

13 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

— 

Bacillary  Dysentery 

10 

6 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neon. 

8 

8 

— 

Totals  .  .  126 

60 

31 

The  chief  points  of  interest  in  these  figures  this  year  are  the  very 
low  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  the  occurrence  of  10  cases  of 
Dysentery  (two  of  which  were  due  to  the  Flexner  type  of  B.  dysenteriae 
and  were  fatal),  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia 
with  27  deaths  as  compared  with  15  deaths  in  1936. 

Until  the  new  Joint  Hospital  is  built  there  will  be  some  difficulty 
from  time  to  time  in  getting  infectious  cases  into  hospital,  as  at  present 
we  have  to  depend  on  neighbouring  authorities  taking  cases  into  their 
hospitals. 

At  present  cases  are  sent  to  Goscote,  Wolverhampton  Borough 
Hospital  or  to  Bilston. 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  type  of  case  has  again  been  a  mild  one  and  no  deaths  took 
place  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 
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The  number  of  cases — 28 — is  the  lowest  for  five  vcars.  Of  the 
28  cases,  16  or  57%  were  treated  at  hospital  compared  with  54%  in 

1 93 6  - 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  cases  notified  in  the  different 
Wards  of  the  area  in  the  last  three  years. 


SCARLET 

FEVER 

CASES 

NOTIFIED 

Ward 

1 93  5 

1936 

1 937 

Total 

St.  Giles’ 

12 

21 

6 

39 

Portobello 

4 

20 

4 

28 

St.  Anne’s 

16 

18 

8 

42 

St.  Stephen’s 

8 

13 

8 

29 

Short  Heath 

10 

7 

2 

J9 

Totals 

50 

79 

28 

*57 

Diphtheria 

The  number  of  cases  notified  remains  the  same  as  during  the 
previous  two  years — 20.  Of  these  cases  14  or  70%  were  treated  in 
hospital.  (1935=65%,  1936=85%.) 


There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year.  As  in 
former  years  anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  in  the 
district,  and  can  be  had  at  the  Health  Department,  Council  Offices, 
or  at  the  Police  Stations  at  Willenhall  and  Short  Heath.  Full  use  is 
made  of  these  facilities  by  the  doctors  and  the  importance  of  not 
waiting  for  bacteriological  reports  in  cases  where  there  are  definite 
clinical  signs  of  Diphtheria  is  fully  realised. 


The  distribution  of  cases  according  to  Wards  was  as  follows: 


DIPHTHERIA  CASES  NOTIFIED 


Ward 

Short  Heath 
St.  Giles’ 

St.  Anne’s 
Portobello 
St.  Stephen’s 


1935  W36  1 937 

13  8  3 

1  5  4 

2  3  3 

236 
214 


20  20  20 


Total 

24 

10 
8 

11 

7 

60 
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It  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  Report  that  the  Short  Heath 
Ward  had  contributed  more  than  half  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  during 
1935  and  1936.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  year  the  number  of  cases  from 
this  Ward  is  only  three  compared  with  eight  and  thirteen  in  the  previous 
two  years. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  work  of  protecting  children  against  this  disease,  which  was 
commenced  two  years  ago,  has  continued  and  it  will  be  seen  from 
the  Table  that  the  percentage  of  children  who  have  been  protected 
has  increased  from  48%  in  1936  to  60%  in  the  year  1937.  This  refers 
to  the  children  who  were  offered  protection  in  those  years. 


There  are  approximately  4,000  children  in  the  elementary  schools, 
and  up  to  the  end  of  1937  the  total  number  of  all  these  protected  was 
1,056.  Most  of  the  children  who  have  been  immunised  are  under 
nine  years  of  age  so  that  in  a  few  years  the  percentage  of  all  school 
children  protected  will  be  much  higher.  In  one  junior  school  with  an 
attendance  of  300  pupils,  more  than  80%  are  protected.  If  we  can  attain 
this  figure  throughout  the  schools,  the  risk  of  an  epidemic  of  this  disease 
will  disappear  and  the  tragedy  of  the  sudden  death  of  a  school  child 
from  Diphtheria  will  become  unknown. 


Protection  has  also  been  offered  at  the  Welfare  Centres  to  children 
under  five  years  of  age,  but  parents  have  been  slow  to  take  advantage 
of  this  for  their  children. 


I  would  like  to  thank  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Schools  and  their 
Staffs  for  the  help  they  have  given  in  this  work  as  without  their  co¬ 
operation  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  obtained  such  good 
results. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


*937 

Number  offered  Number 


School 

Protection 

Protected 

Percentage 

Clothier  Street 

•  • 

59 

47 

79 

Portobello  .  . 

69 

54 

78 

Walsall  Road 

46 

33 

72 

Little  London 

62 

40 

64 

New  Invention 

48 

3° 

62 

St.  Anne’s  .  . 

12 

7 

58 

St.  Giles’  .  . 

68 

38 

56 

Lanehead  .  . 

39 

18 

46 

St.  Mary’s  .  . 

11 

5 

45 

Elm  Street 

117 

48 

41 

Totals  and 

Percentage  531 

320 

60 

1936  . . 

•  • 

••  L5°7 

736 

48 

Note. — In  addition  to  the  above  children  of  school  age  the 
following  numbers  have  been  immunised  at  the  Welfare  Centres:— 

1936  . .  . .  . .  26 

1 937  .  3° 

A  few  cases  have  also  been  done  by  general  practitioners  in  this 

area. 


Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation 

During  the  year  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  sent  to  the 
Walsall  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Goscote.  In  some  cases  however, 
this  Hospital  was  full  and  unable  to  accept  cases  from  this  area,  and  it 
has  been  necessary  to  try  and  get  accommodation  elsewhere. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  each  infectious 
disease  sent  to  hospital  and  the  name  of  the  hospital  receiving  them: — 
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Scarlet 

Hospital  Fever 

Goscote  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Bilston  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Wolverhampton  Borough 

Hospital  .  .  .  .  2 

Kingswinford 

New  Cross 


Diphtheria  Dysentery  Erysipelas 

9  1  — 

2  —  - 

1  3  1 

2 


2  2 


Totals  .  .  1 6 


H 


6 


3 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
has  been  much  less  than  usual,  and  it  would  appear  that  if  we  had  an 
epidemic  of  one  of  the  commoner  diseases  such  as  Scarlet  Fever,  great 
difficulty  would  arise  in  having  the  cases  removed  to  hospital.  It  will 
be  some  time  before  the  new  Joint  Hospital  can  be  expected  to  be 
ready  and  until  then  there  may  be  at  times  a  shortage  of  beds  for  the 
infectious  cases  from  this  area. 


New  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 

The  scheme  to  form  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  south  of  the 
County  has  been  under  consideration. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  propose  to  make  an  Order  constituting 
a  United  District  for  the  purpose  of  providing  and  maintaining  hospital 
accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  other  than  Small  Pox. 


Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

Notifications  of  these  diseases,  as  regards  children  attending  the 
elementary  schools  in  the  area,  are  received  from  the  Head  Teachers 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Education  Authority. 

Naturally  the  numbers  reported  do  not  furnish  a  complete  guide 
as  to  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases,  as  children  under  school  age 
are  not  included  nor  are  children  who  attend  private  schools  in  or 
outside  of  the  area. 
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The  following  were  the  numbers  notified  in  each  quarter  from 
the  schools: — 


Quarter 

Measles 

Mumps 

Chicken 

Pox 

Whooping 

Cough 

First 

289 

8 

82 

9 

Second 

71 

3 

54 

23 

Third 

3 

— 

26 

W 

Fourth 

2 

2 

00 

in 

24 

Totals  .  . 

365 

O 

220 

73 

Notes. — It  will  be  seen  that  Measles  and  Chicken  Pox  were  prevalent 
during  the  first  quarter  and  that  Whooping  Cough  was  more  common 
than  in  1936  when  there  were  only  21  cases  notified. 

Deaths 

Three  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  Measles  and  one  as  due 

to  Whooping  Cough. 

Vaccination 

The  Vaccination  Officer  for  this  area  informs  me  that  the  following 
are  the  figures  relative  to  this  matter  up  to  the  31st  January,  1938. 

The  births  concerned  are  those  of  children  registered  between 
1st  January,  1936,  and  31st  December,  1936.  These  numbered  517 
and  of  these  66  have  been  successfully  vaccinated,  28  died  un-vaccinated, 
in  two  cases  vaccination  was  postponed  on  a  medical  certificate,  15 
have  not  yet  been  dealt  with,  and  in  406  cases  a  Statutory  Declaration 
of  Conscientious  Objection  was  received. 

The  number  of  infants  who  are  vaccinated  against  Small  Pox 
continues  to  fall  and  this  is  the  case  not  only  in  this  area  but  in  the 
country  generally. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1937,  and  the  figures  for  the  four 
previous  years  are  also  given. 
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Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 933 

I05 

96 

33 

23 

257 

*934 

108 

IOI 

34 

25 

268 

T935 

104 

102 

30 

25 

261 

1936 

n9 

IOI 

29 

26 

275 

1 937 

127 

102 

31 

25 

285 

It  will  be 

seen  that  there 

has  been 

an  increase 

of  new  cases 

of  the 

pulmonary  type  in  males  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  the  pulmonary  form  of  this  disease 
has  not  shown  much  change  in  the  last  ten  years. 

During  the  year  43  names  have  been  removed  from  the  Register 
and  the  causes  for  their  removals  were  as  follows: — 

Died  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Recovered  . .  . .  13 

Left  District  .  .  .  .  1 
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New  Cases 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  notified  on  Form  “A” 
or  came  to  my  notice  otherwise  than  by  notification: — 


NEW  CASES 

—1937 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Total 

Notified  on  Form  “A’?  .  . 

28  13 

5  — 

46 

Transfers  from  other  districts 

1  2 

1  — 

4 

From  Death  Returns 

1 

1  — 

2 

29  16 

7  — 

52 

35 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  on  Form  “A”  show  a  decrease 
of  four  from  last  year. 

Two  cases  were  not  notified  before  death.  This  is  equal  to  approxi¬ 
mately  3%  of  the  new  cases. 

With  regard  to  the  earlier  notification  of  cases  the  following 
figures  show  the  percentage  of  Pulmonary  cases  dying  before  the  end 
of  the  year  in  which  they  were  notified: — 

1933  . .  . .  30.0% 

!934  ■  ■  •  ■  i7-5% 

1 935  ••  i3-3% 

'936  •  ■  •  •  i3-3% 

1937  ..  ..  15.0% 

It  is  seen  that  there  is  an  increase  this  year  in  the  number  of  these 
cases — seven  out  of  46  Pulmonary  cases  having  died  in  the  same  year 
during  which  they  were  first  notified. 


Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  25  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  six  from  Non-Pulmonary  forms. 

In  1936  the  figures  were  14  and  3,  so  that  there  is  a  marked 
increase,  but  of  late  years  there  has  been  this  variation  in  the  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  in  alternate  years. 

A  table  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report  showing  the  new  cases 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  since  1923. 


Sanatorium  Treatment 

During  the  year  26  patients  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria  and  30 
were  discharged.  The  average  duration  of  stay  has  been  approximately 
16  weeks. 

There  has  been  an  improvement  as  regards  patients  gaining 
admission  to  the  Sanatoria,  as  now  there  is  very  little  delay  in  their 
being  offered  accommodation. 
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Of  the  31  deaths  only  four  took  place  in  one  or  other  of  the 
Sanatoria.  This  means  that  the  other  patients  came  back  to  their 
homes  and  were  there  a  source  of  danger  to  the  other  inmates,  and 
it  would  be  better  if  these  hopeless  cases  could  be  isolated  for  the 
whole  period  of  their  illness  rather  than  be  allowed  to  go  home  and 
possibly  infect  others. 

Although  power  is  given  to  remove  a  case  of  active  Tuberculosis 
and  isolate  the  patient,  in  practice  this  is  seldom  done,  which  is  a  pity, 
as  we  cannot  hope  to  reduce  the  number  of  new  cases  to  any  great 
extent  unless  the  patients  who  are  a  danger  to  others  are  properly 
isolated. 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  this  area  during 
1937  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  1.10.  (The  rates  for  the 
previous  twenty-six  years  will  be  found  in  Table  XII.) 

CANCER 

Details  of  the  deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  will  be  found  in 
Table  VII. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  32  deaths  from  this  disease, 
giving  a  rate  of  1.14  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  1.62  per  thousand  (1936). 

Age  at  Death 

Of  the  32  deaths  (21  male  and  11  female)  due  to  Cancer,  seven 
were  at  an  age  under  55  years  and  the  rest  over  that  age. 

Site  of  the  Disease 

The  commonest  site  of  the  disease  in  these  fatal  cases  was  in  one 
or  other  portion  of  the  digestive  tract.  A  total  of  21  cases  in  all  were  in 
the  stomach  or  bowel.  This  equals  ,65%  of  all  cases. 

Prevention 

As  the  cause  of  Cancer  is  not  yet  known  and  there  is  no  specific 
remedy,  early  diagnosis  and  operative  treatment  appear  to  give  the 
best  chance  of  prolonging  life. 

It  is  therefore  essential' that  persons  who  are  of  middle  age  or 
older  should  not  delay  in  seeking  medical  advice  if  they  have  symptoms 
which  are  in  any  way  abnormal,  as  the  chances  of  recovery  or  of  at 
least  prolonging  life  are  less  and  less  the  later  the  true  nature  of  the 
condition  is  discovered. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 


1937 


1.  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  ETC. 

2.  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

3.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

4.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1937 

5.  TUBERCULOSIS  (New  Cases,  Deaths,  etc.) 

6.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1933-1937 

7.  CANCER 

8.  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  NEIGHBOURING  DISTRICTS 

9.  HOUSING 

10.  FACTORIES  AND  WORK-SHOPS 

11.  REPORTS  ON  MILK  AND  FOOD  SAMPLES 

12.  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  LAST  TWENTY- 
SIX  YEARS 
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TABLE  I 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL 
DEATH-RATES,  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1937 

(England  and  Wales,  London,  125  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns) 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 
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Births: 

Live 

19.5 

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still  . 

1.03 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths: 

All  causes  . 

14.8 

12.4 

12.5 

1  1.9 

12.3 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Measles  . 

0.10 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria  . 

0.03 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza . 

0.28 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence  . 

0.49 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

Notifications: 

Smallpox . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

0.99 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria  . 

0.71 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  Fever  . 

0.00 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas  . 

0.46 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia  . 

1.60 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

0.18 

79 

58 

62 

55 

60 

16.4 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

1.83 

0.97 

3.66 

2.26 

>  Not  ava 

Hable. 

5.49 

3.23 

J 

Rates 

per  1,000  Total  Births  I 

i.e.  Live  and  Still) 

1.73 

0.94 

1 

3.47 

2.17 

>  Not  ava 

ilable. 

5.20 

3.11 

J. 

13.91 

13.93 

17.59 

11.52 

J  4.15 
“j  14.34 
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TABLE  II 


Causes  of  Deaths  in  Wilienhall  Urban  District  during  1937 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Measles  . 

1 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria . 

- — 

1 

1 

Influenza  . 

5 

3 

8 

Enceph-Lethargica  . 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

15 

10 

25 

Other  Tuberculosis 

4 

2 

6 

Cancer  . 

21 

11 

32 

Diabetes  . 

2 

3 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

6 

13 

19 

Heart  disease  . 

35 

34 

69 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

4 

9 

Bronchitis  . 

9 

8 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

20 

7 

27 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

3 

— 

3 

Diarrhoea,  (under  2  years)  . 

3 

6 

9 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

3 

Other  liver  diseases  . 

2 

— 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases . 

6 

4 

10 

Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

8 

6 

14 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

Other  puerperal  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Congenital  debility,  Premature  birth  etc. 

19 

5 

24 

Senility  . 

10 

12 

22 

Suicide  . 

2 

2 

4 

Other  violence  . 

7 

3 

10 

Other  defined  diseases  . 

15 

8 

23 

TOTALS  . 

202 

150 

352 
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TABLE  III 


Infantile  Mortality  during  1937 


/ 

Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week  j 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

1 

1 

3-4  weeks 

Total  deaths 

under  1  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  deaths 
under  1  year 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Marasmus  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Premature  birth 

8 

3 

11 

1 

12 

Spina  Bifida  . 

2 

2 

2 

Cardiac  failure 

1 

1 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia . 

2 

2 

4 

Hypertrophic  pyloric  stenosis 

1 

1 

Convulsions  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Congenital  Asthenia . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

1 

1 

1 

Dysentery  . 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

1 

Gastro-enteritis  . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Atelectasis  . 

1 

1 

1 

Suffocation 

1 

1 

1 

Defective  Vitality 

1 

1 

1 

Jaundice 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS  . 

18 

5 

— 

23 

8 

7 

2 

3 

43 

Willenhall 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (1937) 
Average  for  previous  5  years 

England  and  Wales 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (1937) 


79  per  1,000  births 
75  per  1,000  births 

58  per  1,000  births 
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TABLE  IV 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Analysis  of  Total  Cases  Notified  according  to  Age-groups 


Disease. 

— 

| 

<N 

1 

ro 

1 

T 

1 

LO 

1 

0 

1 

LO 

I 

8 

LO 

CO 

1 

L/-> 

65  and 

over 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

10 

5 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

23 

Diphtheria  . 

- 

— 

1 

— 

3 

5 

4 

2 

4 

1 

- 

— 

20 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

8 

6 

14 

3 

45 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

7 

- 

13 

Puerperal  fever 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

3 

— 

- 

- 

4 

Dysentery  . 

- 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

5 

3 

4 

5 

11 

21 

12 

10 

20 

10 

22 

3 

126 

TABLE  V 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Res¬ 

piratory. 

Non  Res¬ 
piratory. 

Res¬ 

piratory. 

Non  Res¬ 
piratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  . 

1—  . 

3 

2 

5—  . 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 5-  . 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

25-  -  . 

9 

4 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

35-  . 

5 

1 

3 

2 

45—  . 

7 

3 

3 

55—  . 

3 

4 

2 

65— upwards  . 

Totals  . 

31 

13 

.  7 

1 

16 

9 

5 

1 

1 

42 


TABLE  VI 

Table  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  from  1933  to  1937 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Totals 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Per  cent 
admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

104 

118 

50 

79 

28 

379 

195 

51.3 

Diphtheria 

5 

22 

20 

20 

20 

87 

62 

71.2 

Pneumonia 

59 

68 

54 

34 

45 

260 

103 

39.4 

Erysipelas . 

8 

6 

9 

13 

13 

49 

19 

40.4 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

7 

6 

85.7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

4 

4 

2 

4 

19 

18 

94.7 

Dysentery . 

Cerebro  Spinal 

— 

1 

— 

2 

9 

12 

7 

58.3 

Fever  . 

Cerebro  Spinal 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

100.0 

Meningitis 

Ophthalmia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

100.0 

Neonatorum  . 

Acute 

3 

— 

2 

2 

3 

10 

10 

100.0 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

TOTAL 

187 

219 

142 

153 

126 

827 

424 

51.0 
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TABLE  VII 


Cancer  Deaths  according  to  Age-groups,  1937 


Organs  Affected 

24 

M. 

35  to  45 
M.  F. 

45  to  55 
M.  F. 

55  to  65 
M.  F. 

65  &  Up 
M.  F. 

Total 

M.  F. 

Face 

. 

. 

. 

1  . 

1  i  . 

Stomach,  Liver  . 

1 

2 

1 

1  . 

4 

2 

8  3 

Rectum  . 

. 

. 

.  . 

3 

3  . 

Colon 

1 

1  . 

1 

3  . 

Bladder  . 

. 

. 

1 

.  1 

Lungs  . 

1 

1 

2  . 

Gall  Bladder 

. 

1 

1 

Oesophagus 

1 

1  . 

Prostrate 

2 

2  . 

Breasts  . 

. 

2 

3 

.  5 

Uterus  . 

1 

.  1 

Tongue 

.  1  . 

1 

. 

1  . 

TOTALS 

1 

- 

4 

1 

3  3 

1  1 

13 

7 

21  11 

1 

Total  deaths — 32.  Death-rate  1. 14  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  Cancer  during  1936 
was  1.62  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


The  following  have  been  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  death- 
rates  from  Cancer  for  the  last  few  years,  in  Willenhall. 


In 

J932 

there 

were 

3° 

deaths, 

giving  a 

death-rate  of 

1.4 

per 

1,000 

In 

1 933 

>  5 

>  > 

25 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

1-13 

per 

1,000 

In 

J934 

5  5 

y  y 

37 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

!-3 

per 

1,000 

In 

1 93  5 

>  > 

y  y 

35 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

1.28 

per 

1,000 

In 

J936 

yy 

42 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

J-51 

per 

1,000 

In 

1937 

5  > 

y  y 

32 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

1. 14 

per 

1,000 
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TABLE  VIII 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1937 
Willenhall  and  Other  Areas 


District 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

crude 

Death 

Rate 

Stand¬ 

ard¬ 

ised 

Infant 

Mortal¬ 

ity 

Rate 

Tuberculosis 

Death  Rates 

. 

Pui. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Willenhal! 

28,020 

19.50 

12.50 

14.80 

78.70 

0.89 

0.21 

Brierley  Hill 

45,880 

17.52 

11.20 

12.32 

70.90 

0.54 

0.13 

Rowley  Regis 

43,550 

18.80 

11.96 

14.23 

64.71 

0.83 

0.14 

Stourbridge 

34.900 

13.21 

11.83 

12.30 

47.70 

0.46 

0.06 

Dudley  . 

61,140 

19.69 

12.20 

14.15 

79.58 

0.79 

0.049 

Tipton 

36,670 

22.49 

12.89 

15.21 

76.27 

0.81 

0.08 

Sedgley  . 

20,210 

14.45 

10.98 

11.86 

51.37 

0.30 

0.05 

Wednesbury 

33,130 

18.10 

12.50 

14.37 

61.50 

0.70 

0.06 

Oldbury . 

44,450 

18.94 

11.09 

13.52 

65.32 

0.56 

0.24 

Coseley  . 

28,120 

20.80 

11.13 

12.91 

63.75 

0.53 

West  Bromwich 

82,330 

19.02 

12.34 

14.06 

68.33 

0.74 

0.06 

Darlaston 

20,050 

19.05 

12.36 

15.32 

31.41 

0.99 

0.34 

Walsall  . 

106,800 

17.90 

12.01 

13.45 

57.01 

0.78 

0.14 

Bilston  . 

31,400 

19.20 

12.50 

15.00 

68.11 

0.54 

0.13 

TABLE  IX 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  567 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  959 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  190 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  264 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  85 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  214 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  392 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(<2)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  85 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  ^7 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
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Nil 


rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding: 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  356 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  405 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..  ..  2,411 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(e)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  .  100 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Pages 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  .  .  23-25 

TABLE  X 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES 


Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory 

* 

Laundries)  ... 

47 

I  I 

Workshops  (including  Wrork- 

shop  Laundries) 

17 

I 

Workplaces  (other  than  Our- 

Workers  Premises) 

— 

— 

_ 

Total 

• 

64 

12 
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2.-  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES 


Num 

her  of  Defects 

Number 
of  offen- 

- 

ces  in 

Particulars. 

Referred 

respect 

to  II.  M. 

of  which 

Found . 

Re- 

Ins- 

Prosecu- 

medied. 

pector 

tions 

were  in* 

stituted 

a) 

(5) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

3 

3 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 
Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation  — 

2 

2 

insufficient 

3 

1 

unsuitable  or  defective  ... 
not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

3 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.lOi) 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  inthe  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fact¬ 
ories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921 

Total 

12 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  108 

Nil 
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TABLE  XI 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADULTERATION  ACT,  1928 


Details 

of  Sampling- 

-1937 

Number  of 

Article  of  Food 

Samples 

Genuine  Adulterated 

Milk 

30 

3°  — 

General  Foods 

1 1 

11  — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders 
Specially  Designated  Milk 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Accredited 

1 

Pasteurised 

Cleanliness  T.B. 

Cleanliness 

T.B. 

Cleanliness 

I 

Phosphatase  T.B. 

IO 

4-> 

d 

OO 

</> 

W 

d 

IS) 

C 

D 

•2aN 

IS) 

0 

a. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

W) 

0) 

Z 

to 

0 

Q_ 

! 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Passed 

Failed 

§9N 

' 

10 

0 

Q_ 

t 

2 

— 

t 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

-  • 

t  One  of  these  samples  was  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  milk 

Undesignated  Samples 


No  of  Samples 
submitted 

' 

Clean 

. 

liness 

Tuberculous 

Samples 

Produced 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Produced 

In 

County 

13 

Out 

of 

County 

Produced 

Produced 

In 

County 

Out  of 
County 

In 

County 

Out 

of 

County 

In 

County 

Out 

of 

County 

Sub¬ 

mit¬ 

ted 

Pos. 

Sub¬ 

mit¬ 

ted 

Pos. 

3 

12 

1 

6 

2 

18 

2 

3 
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TABLE  XII 


Tuberculosis  in  Willenhall  (including  the  former  Short  Heath 
U.D.)  showing  the  new  cases  notified  and  the  deaths  each  year 
since  the  commencement  cf  compulsory  notification 


Year 

Population 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Death-rates 
Willenhall 
per  100,000 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

1912 

23,249 

85 

— 

19 

1 

86 

1913 

23,128 

87 

24 

22 

13 

151 

1914 

23,222 

66 

22 

21 

13 

142 

1915 

23,204 

55 

11 

13 

12 

107 

1916 

24,193 

65 

13 

23 

11 

140 

1917 

24,750 

71 

18 

28 

6 

131 

1918 

23,852 

56 

8 

44 

4 

201 

1919 

24,538 

29 

6 

20 

7 

110 

1920 

24,028 

29 

6 

14 

4 

75 

1921 

24,574 

24 

— 

24 

2 

105 

1922 

25,238 

55 

15 

34 

7 

162 

1923 

25,586 

45 

12 

30 

9 

152 

1924 

25,989 

19 

5 

27 

5 

123 

1925 

26,338 

67 

14 

25 

10 

133 

1926 

26,564 

71 

11 

24 

5 

109 

1927 

26,785 

25 

12 

25 

4 

109 

1928 

27,139 

39 

12 

17 

3 

74 

1929 

27,039 

40 

9 

34 

3 

140 

1930 

27,019 

42 

3 

29 

3 

118 

1931 

26,508 

36 

5 

27 

1 

105 

1932 

26,498 

36 

3 

16 

6 

83 

1933 

27,340 

41 

11 

26 

4 

101 

1934 

27,146 

45 

5 

14 

5 

70 

1935 

27,220 

33 

9 

25 

5 

110 

1936 

27,650 

47 

5 

14 

3 

61 

1937 

28,020 

44 

8 

25 

6 

110 

TOTALS 

1,252 

247 

620 

152 
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Willenhall 


Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspectors, 

S.  D.  WRIGHT, 

Cert.  Royal  San.  Institute 
AND 

B.  J.  DAWSON,  Cert.,  S.I.B. 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1937 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  the  year  ending  DECEMBER  31st,  1937 


Summary  of  the  Inspections  and  Improvements  carried  out 

during  the  Year 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

We  beg  to  submit  the  following  summary  of  the  Inspections  made 
and  work  carried  out,  and  improvements  made  in  compliance  with 
our  requirements  under  the  various  Acts  and  Regulations. 

Infectious  Diseases 

228  visits  were  made  to  the  infectious  cases  notified,  and  this  work 
and  any  matters  arising  from  them  as  overcrowding,  etc.,  are  dealt 
with,  and  assistance  given  to  improve  these  conditions  where  other 
accommodation  was  available  or  to  remedy  any  defect  if  found  to 
exist. 

The  number  of  notifiable  infectious  cases  reported  was  126  and 
in  some  cases  several  visits  and  enquiries  would  be  made  in  relation 
to  the  cases  and  their  removal  to  an  infectious  hospital  where  this  was 
necessary,  and,  in  cases  of  overcrowding,  especially  for  Tuberculosis 
cases,  endeavours  are  made  to  assist  them  in  the  provision  of  more 
suitable  accommodation. 

The  bedding  and  rooms  at  infected  houses  are  fumigated  or  the 
bedding  removed  to  the  Steam  Disinfector  where  necessary,  and 
advice  given  to  cleanse  all  the  rooms  recently  occupied  by  the  patient. 

The  Steam  Disinfecting  Machine  (Washington  Lyons)  at  our 
Disinfecting  Station,  was  in  use  on  57  days  and  237  articles  of  bedding, 
etc.,  were  removed  and  dealt  with  after  infectious  cases,  and  64  articles 
destroyed  by  request. 

no  houses  or  rooms  were  fumigated  after  infectious  cases  and 
66  were  fumigated  or  sprayed  with  fluid  disinfectant  for  vermin. 
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Improvements 

The  improvements  carried  out  in  compliance  with  notices  and 
for  other  purposes  are  shown  in  the  Table  and  include  repairs  and 
reconditioning  of  houses — abolition  of  the  few  ashpits  remaining — - 
conversion  of  slop  water  closets  into  W/C.’s—  renewal  of  dust  bins,  etc. 

The  number  of  improvements  carried  out  together  with  other 
work  as  housing  inspection  and  slum  clearance,  meat  regulations,  etc., 
gives  some  evidence  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your  staff  in  this 
department. 

The  total  number  of  improvements  carried  out  was  1,097,  and 
the  details  of  these  are  shown  in  the  Table. 

The  assistance  rendered  to  families  in  Tubercular  cases,  where 
overcrowding  was  found  to  exist,  has  been  beneficial  in  removing 
the  cases  to  improved  conditions  and  to  giving  them  and  their  dependants 
better  prospects  towards  recovery.  A  number  of  cases  were  assisted 
in  this  manner. 

There  is  still  considerable  overcrowding  of  houses,  and  progress 
in  this  matter  can  only  be  overcome  by  the  supply  of  additional  houses 
to  meet  the  demand  for  working-class  houses  at  a  reasonable  rent. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Smoke  Nuisances) 

The  work  carried  out  in  this  area  under  the  above  Act  is  to  some 
extent  handicapped  by  the  nature  of  the  industries  carried  on  which 
use  raw  coal  or  heavy  oils  for  fuel,  and,  these  together  with  the 
industrial  character  of  its  trade,  render  it  difficult  to  attain  a  standard 
of  atmospheric  purity  which  is  desirable  from  a  health  point  of  view. 

Observations  have  been  made  in  several  instances  and  the  attention 
of  the  owners  drawn  to  the  matter,  and  efforts  made  to  check  the 
undue  emission  of  smoke  into  the  atmosphere  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance. 


The  Shops  Acts 

The  inspection  of  retail  shops  as  specified  under  the  above  Acts 
for  various  purposes,  was  limited  owing  to  the  demand  on  our  time 
for  routine  work  and  housing  matters — but  endeavours  are  being 
made  to  give  more  attention  to  this  matter. 
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Factories  and  Workshops 

Sixty-four  inspections  were  made  of  workshops  and  those  factories 
which  were  reported  upon  by  the  Factory  Inspector  for  defects  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  These  were  dealt  with  as 
nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Six  notices  relating  to  infringements  under  the  Act  were  received 
from  the  Factory  Inspector  and  four  of  these  have  been  complied  with. 
The  others  will  be  carried  out  after  the  necessary  plans  have  been 
submitted  for  the  required  works. 

Twelve  written  (or  verbal)  notices  were  sent  to  the  occupiers  of 
premises  respecting  defects,  and  nine  of  these  have  been  complied  with. 
The  bakehouses,  of  which  there  are  eight  in  use  and  one  void,  in  this 
district,  have  been  visited,  and  these  are  kept  up  to  a  satisfactory 
standard  and  limewashed  twice  a  year. 


Proceedings 

During  the  year  a  total  of  22  summonses  were  taken  out  concerning 
contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933. 

Sixteen  of  these  summonses  were  concerning  the  failure  of  caravan 
dwellers  to  abate  nuisances  caused  by  themselves  on  Bentley  Common. 

Twelve  Orders  were  granted  by  the  Magistrates,  which  gave  a 
time  limit  for  the  caravan  dwellers  to  move.  Of  these  12,  four  dis¬ 
regarded  such  orders  and  were  subsequently  summonsed  and  eventually 
fined,  in  each  case,  £2,  and  4/-  costs. 

Two  owners  were  summonsed  for  failure  to  carry  out  certain 
repairs  to  property,  owned  by  them,  as  contained  under  a  Statutory 
Notice;  again  the  nuisance  had  to  be  abated  within  a  specified  time 
limit  (that  is,  the  work  had  to  be  carried  out  as  contained  in  the 
Statutory  Notice). 

Four  summonses  were  taken  out  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933;  in  two  cases  a  fine  of  £1  was  imposed,  and  in  the  other 
two  cases  the  cases  were  dismissed  with  a  warning  as  to  the  future 
conduct  of  these  two  slaughtermen. 
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Slaughter  Houses  and  Inspection  of  Meat 

During  the  year  a  total  of  586  beasts,  1,425  sheep,  228  calves 
and  2,878  pigs  were  inspected  after  slaughter  within  the  district. 

The  total  number  of  animals  inspected  is  considered  to  be 
approximately  60%  of  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  within 
the  district,  as  with  only  a  bicycle  as  a  means  of  travelling  and  13 
slaughter  houses  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  it  is  impossible 
to  inspect  every  animal  slaughtered. 

A  total  of  five  tons  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  was  surrendered 
and  taken  to  the  Council’s  Incinerator  for  destruction. 

The  stunning  of  sheep  is  included  under  the  list  of  animals  to  be 
stunned  under  the  provisions  of  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

During  the  year  in  one  slaughter  house  it  was  found  that  an 
electrical  stunning  apparatus  was  not  working  efficiently,  as  the  current 
was  escaping. 

From  enquiries  made  it  appears  that  there  is  no  responsible  person 
appointed  to  inspect  and  examine  electrical  stunning  appliances  to 
see  whether  they  are  in  proper  working  order,  as  it  is  contended  that 
the  slaughter  house  does  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  Factory 
Acts  and,  as  such,  is  not  subject  to  the  inspection  of  H.M.  Factory 
Inspectors. 


Petroleum  and  Other  Licences  issued  under  the  Regulations 

The  licences  for  the  storage  of  petrol  and  carbide  of  calcium 
have  been  renewed  where  these  were  required,  and  the  premises  visited 
in  case  of  any  fresh  application  to '  see  that  the  conditions  could  be 
complied  with.  The  bulk  of  the  petrol  is  now  kept  in  steel  underground 
storage  tanks  which  are  tested  before  the  final  completion  of  any  new 
plant. 

The  licences  in  force  at  the  end  of  December,  1937,  were  as 
follows: — 

Storage  of  Petrol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51 

Carbide  of  Calcium  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Cellulose  Spraying  Solution  .  .  .  .  3 
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Housing 

The  progress  of  work  under  this  part  of  our  duties  has  been 
maintained  and  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  of  various  characters 
which  may  cause  dwelling-houses  to  be  a  source  of  nuisance  or  lower 
the  standard  of  fitness  which  is  provided  for  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

'1  he  Council  have  had  properties  referred  to  them  for  consideration 
and  inspection  when  considered  unfit,  and  these  have  been  dealt  with 
and  our  progress  in  this  wrork  has  been  maintained.  The  erection  of 
houses  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year  has  been  chiefly  for 
Slum  Clearance  purposes,  but  private  enterprise  has  also  been  of 
assistance  in  helping  to  meet  the  demand  for  houses  of  which  there 
is  still  a  great  need,  especially  for  the  artisan  class. 

The  details  of  the  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Slum  Clearance 
Scheme  is  shown  in  the  table. 

Plans  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  were  submitted  by  private 
persons  for  199  houses  and  of  these  117  were  either  built  or  in  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  others  were  for  development  of 
estates. 


Slum  Clearance  Programme 

Eighty-five  Demolition  Orders  on  unfit  houses  were  made  during 
the  year  and  57  houses  wrere  demolished  and  the  occupiers  re-housed, 
as  shown  in  the  Table: — 


TABLE  A 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  for  Public  Health  and  Housing  2,827 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  re  defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  416 

Ditto  Complied  with  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  319 

Ditto  Statutory  Notices  re  defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64 

Ditto  Complied  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

Total  number  of  improvements  carried  out  in  accordance  with 

notices  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,097 
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TABLE  B 


Address 

Number  of 
houses 
demolished 

Number  of 
persons 
displaced 
and  re-housed 

Middle  Garden — Nos.  i,  2  &  3 

3 

15 

Monmer  Lane — 84-87,  Ct.  13 

H 

54 

Stafford  Street — No.  17 

1 

3 

Wednesfield  Road — No.  66 

1 

3 

Walsall  Street — Ct.  7  &  8 

1 1 

37 

Malthouse  Lane,  Stafford  Street 

Ct.  1 — Nos.  1  &  2 

2 

L5 

Mill  Street — Ct.  1 

1 

5 

Waterglade — Forge  Yard 

7 

z5 

Birmingham  Street — Nos.  64,  65  &  66 

— 

H 

New  Road— Nos.  1-3,  rear  of  Nos.  18-20 

— 

9 

Rose  Hill— Nos.  31-37 

— 

21 

Rose  Hill — Nos.  157-163  &  Nos.  1-3, 
Ct.  3 . 

44 

Clarkes  Lane — No.  5 

— 

9 

Short  Heath: 

Spring  Lane — Nos.  12  &  13 

2 

7 

Lichfield  Road — Nos.  92  &  94 

2 

7 

Lucknow  Road — Nos.  9  &  10 . 

2 

6 

Coltham  Road — Nos.  43-53 

6 

20 

Coltham  Road — Nos.  115-117  .  . 

2 

— 

Lucknow  Place — Nos.  32  &  33 

2 

9 

Coppice  Lane — No.  38 

1 

1 

Hunts  Lane — Nos.  5  &  6 

— 

10 

.57  3M 
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TABLE  C 


Improvements  and  other  work  carried  out  during  1937 

Defective  roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Dwelling-houses  repaired,  inside  walls,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  138 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Defective  windows  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Defective  walls  repointed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60 

Defective  floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Defective  eaves,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired  .  .  .  .  58 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Overcrowding  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Defective  drains  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Water  closets  in  place  of  privies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Waste  water  closets  taken  out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

Water  closets  in  place  of  W. W.C.’s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Water  closets  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  ashpits  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Trade  refuse  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

New  sinks  provided  in  place  of  brick  sinks  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Water  supply  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Paving  of  yards  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  '  .  .  .  .  35 

Vans  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  73 

Ashbins  provided  in  place  of  ashpits  and  renewals  .  .  .  .  274 

Sundry  defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64 

Handrails  to  staircases  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Staircases  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

New  wash-houses  complete  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Cellars  filled  in  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 
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TABLE  D 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  the  District,  year  ending  1937 

Approximate  number  of  washdown  water  closets  ..  ..  5,511 

,,  ,,  ,,  waste  water  closets  or  slop  closets  .  .  1,186 

,,  ,,  ,,  privies — in  use  chiefly  on  the  outskirts 

— not  sewered  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

,,  ,,  ,,  ashpits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

„  „  „  ashbins . 7,457 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Total 

No.  of  Privies  and  cesspits  abolished 

1 

2 

14 

16 

2 

35 

,,  of  Ashpits  abolished 

37 

147 

122 

67 

20 

393 

,,  Waste-water  Closets  abolished 

52 

74 

81 

76 

49 

332 

,,  Water  Closets  in  place  of  Privies 

and  Waste-water  Closets . 

53 

76 

93 

75 

58 

355 

„  New  Ashbins  provided  in  place  of 

Ashpits  and  for  Renewals . 

195 

566 

506 

378 

274 

1919 

Complaints  received  during  1937 

Blocked  drains  and  water  closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  289 

Ashpits — to  remove  house  refuse  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Sundry  complaints — housing  defects  ..  ..  ..  112 


We  are, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

S.  D.  WRIGHT,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

B.  J.  DAWSON,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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